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The time for change is now!
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Councils:

actions to help pollinators / |

Actions Councils can take to
help pollinators - providing food,

shelter a,nd-cafntz

Pleaseo selodt some actions yo\ could take and help us
work togeter to protect polljfintors

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020

88% of the public want the

Government to do more to help bees
(iReach Insights survey, Sept 2018)
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Q Protect what
you have

Theeasest and most important
Lhing you an 0 7S idertily e
protect existing s that are
aoaty aeoc for pofinators

natural habéats and their
native plants

Identity and protect existing
sources of food and shalter
for pollinstiors on general
council land

6 Alter the frequency
of mowing

Changing the frequency of
mowing allows wildflowers (food)
to flower among the longer grass.
This is the most cost-effective way
to provide food for pollinators

ctio .
Y 3 X-<] i I
Identify at least 10 locations
that are mown under a
pollinator friendly regime (5 cut
& lifts per year)

Aimto create at least 5
meadows (one cut & lift per
year)

Identify at least 10 flagship
roadside verges that are
managed to be pollinator
friendly (one cut & lift per year)

Introduce a layered mowing
approach to other roadside

verges

@ Pollinator friendly
planting

Take the actions bidow Lo ensane
you have flower s blooming that
can provice lood for polliratons
from Mar =0 obet

Far futule eettamental tree
planting select from potlinatoe
triendly 1pocies

@ Provide
nesting habitats

In addition to food, wild pollinators
need safe places to live.

clio .
i 000
15 Manage hedgerows for
pollinators

Bare earth/sand banks for wild
pollinator nesting

ge to dentity
ndly habitats on

G Reduce use
of pesticides

Pesticides include inseclicides,
lungicides and herbicdes, all
of which can be harmtul to
pollirstors

000
19 Redoce o eliminate the use
of pesticides {harbicides,
insecticides & fungicides)

Take part In the Bumbiebese
Monltoring Scheme to help
track changes in wild pallinator

numbe
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A: Identify and protect existing areas that are good for pollinators 3;}3:{;;‘;?0
Cloughlea ]

Clonlara

Castieconnell

Action 1:

Cc

Promote the management and
restoration of semi-natural habitats
and their native plants on council land

Crecora

Murrot
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A: Identify and protect existing areas that are good for pollinators

Glenflesk Watergrasshill

Donoughmore Carrignavar
i Rylane 9 g
oo Bridge Carriganima Ballynagree

Action 2:
Identify and protect existing sources of

Carrigtohill

""" food and shelter for pollinators on g
general council land
- Ballingeary [issarda Cobh
Inchigeelagh
e Ringaskiddy

Crosshaven

v Flowering hedgerows (food)

v’ Patches of wildflowers on waste
ground (food)

v" Small wild areas with bramble/ivy
(food)

.| v Existing earth banks (shelter)
v Dry stone walls (shelter)

ickey

DON’T REPLACE
SOMETHING GOOD
WITH SOMETHING THAT
IS ONLY OK...

Caheragh

Leap Rosscarbery

1471 \ .
Skibbereen Unionhall
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B: Alter the frequency of mowing to allow more native plants to flower

Glenflesk Watergrasshill

Donoughmore Carrignavar

Ballynagree = .?‘

Glanmire

Carrigtohill
van Macroom Little Island
. D r‘\ m CObh
At least 10 locations mown ss Pa
5 . . Ringaskiddy
under a pollinator friendly Carrigaline

Crosshaven

: regime (~5 cut & lifts per year)

Riverstick
= Inishannon gD

Info box:
ickewt

Mowing Regime Approximate costs per HA (2016)

22 Cuts per year, grass mulched back in 2464 00+vat

Cost inclusive of equipment, labour and fuel
5 Cuts per year with cuttings lifted €2,43700+vat

Cost inclusive of equipment, labour, fuel and waste
disposal

| Cost benefit analysis based on prices from a large landscaping company in ROI. Prices are based on flat ground
accessible with ride on equipment and within a 40km radius of Dublin, rates would reduce for larger areas.

b
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B: Alter the frequency of mowing to allow more native plants to flower

Glenflesk Watergrasshill

Rylane Donoughmore Carrignavar

Long-flowering meadow

S

Ballynagree

)
]
]
]
]
]
]
i
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R
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Glanmire ; g
Carrigtohill

e - Little Istand
0y 1 Action 3: o Action 4:
5888 At least 10 locations mown At least 5 meadows o
S . . . Ringaskidd
+ under a pollinator friendly (one cut and lift per year) igsie Tl
# regime (~5 cut & lifts per year) it

Riverstick

Inishannon
1

Enniskeane i I—aye red ve rges

Loy

verges

oy~

Arna Dhaloistsh
don hvFindhlrs
Managed for Wikilis

Action 5:

10 flagship roadside verges that
| are managed to be pollinator ¥
friendly (one cut and lift per year)

mowing approach to
other roadside verges




Don’t Mow Let it Grow - not cutting grass so often is the best and
cheapest way to provide more food for pollinators
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Long-flowering meadow management - cut once in September and
remove the grass — it will gradually become more flower-rich on its own




Glenville waruerny

C: Pollinator-friendly planting

Grentesk

Action 7: Plant a native wildflower meadow.

Hov;-to-guide

Creation and ma

Source native seed from Ireland and ensure that
~= you plant pollinator-friendly species.

of & wildfower meadow

This is difficult and can be costly — requires
management

Riverstick AT A

| | oew

View annual mixes as equivalent to horticultural planting — other options are green manures
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C: Pollinator-friendly planting -
Glentiesk Watergrasshill
Rylane Donoughmore Carrignavar
Loo Bridge Carriganima Ballynagree 2
Action 8: Plant a native flowering hedgerow |
'’ coorea Blarney
Glanmire
rigtohill
ivan
KeSTKI
Enniskeane
ickey - (RS
;‘;@Uw' ry '.‘w,A’v“. b My, 4y ” “‘sv'c‘va"/:,,” :\-:\i‘"u.ﬂuu”"‘l%/

’

Native flowering

l‘:vr.!g}“:'l*‘n‘ ;.-‘:.u':i‘a

f.i.w:', are l;\n_,{; f.n‘

pollinators: 3 @

A
|
Leap Rosscarbery

sb Ardfield

(1471 : .
Skibbereen Unionhall
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C: Pollinator-friendly planting

iwvan

CIeniesK

Rylane Donoughmore

Loo Bridge

Carriganima Ballynagree

Glenville waruer iy

Watergrasshill

Carrignavar

Action 9: Replace grass witha ™" i
Carrigtohill
dense clover sward Cork Little Island z
- - n9
vao)
d Ballinora Cork Alrport
Ghanlts: Business Park m Cobl
Ringaskiddy.
Bealnablath Carrigaline
Crosshaven
A Riverstick
Action 10: For future ornamental
tree planting select from pollinator- Rennies
nsale

friendly species

Kilbrittain

Ballinspittie

Tir
Clonakilty.

Rosscarbery
Ardfield

Big tree planting campaign:

' v Biodiversity & Pollinator Plan
v’ Climate Change Action Plans




Bween Glenville Ralues vy
C: Pollinator-friendly planting :

OIefinesK

Watergrasshill

Donoughmore Carrignavar
Z Rylane > -
Loo Bridge Carriganima Ballynagree

Action 11: For new works ensure 75% of
... ornamental planting is pollinator friendly

ohill

Toonsbridge
1427 |

Action 12: In future ornamental maintenance
planting select pollinator friendly species

Leap

Rosscarbery

2b (171 g o Ardfield
Skibbereen Unionhall
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C: Pollinator-friendly planting

Bweeng

Loo Bridge

Carriganima

Donoughmore
Rylane
Ballynagree

Info box: Pollinator friendly perennial planting versus annual bedding

Planting regime

Approximate costs per
m?(2016)

Typical replacement

Pollinator

friendly
perennials

£10-13 (9 x 9cm pots)

€17-19 (6 x 2L pots)

Life span of 10-12 years if well planted and
well maintained. Small amount of annual
replacement may be required depending on
the site

Annual bedding

£10-29

Twice per year

Council in RO |

Kealkill

Skibbereen

Leap

Rosscarbery

Unionhall

Based on prices from a large Irish perennial plant nursery. Typical annual bedding costs were provided by a

Bandon

Ballinadee

Glenville waruerny

Watergrasshill

Carrignavar

Slarney
‘ Glanmire
T Carrigtohill
Cork Little Istand
g
n
[linora .
Cork Airport
Business Park Cobll
Ringaskiddy
Carrigaline
Crosshaven
Riverstick
Rennies
Kinsale

R —
v')ﬂ{‘"ﬁ gﬁ!** \ ’




Bweeng Glenville warueEy

C: Pollinator-friendly planting

. \ Watergrasshill
-

Donlt- 855, Icarrignavar

Action 13: Make some urban planters :
pollinator friendly

Carrigtohill

Macroom le Island

171

~f

Riverstick '8

Inishannon
Bandon
Very gaudy annuals like Ballinadee - insale
Geranium, Begonia, Busy e

Lizzy, Primula, Daffodil,
Salvia splendens don’t
provide food

rmeeagt CONSider mixing in perennials or
annuals like Bidens or Bacopa that
do provide food

Ardfield
Skibbereen




C: Pollinator-friendly planting

Rylane

Loo Bridge A Ballynagree

Donoughmore

waiuey

Bweeng Glenville

Watergrasshill

Carrignavar

Action 14: Some roundabouts planted in a pollinator
friendly way with bulbs or pollinator-friendly perennials

Blarney

Glanmire

b

Dunmanway
171
Drimoleague
Drinagh
Caheragh
Clonakilty
N7
Leap Rosscarbery
N7 Ardfield

Unionhall

Skibbereen

Coachford

Timold

Carrigtohill

Designing a pollinator-friendly scheme for
- By Peter Cuthbert, Novticulturo! Services

@an provide the for very attractive planting schemes and exceifent resources for polinators. Successéul long lasting
hertaceus schemes need consilerable plant knowledge, both im terms of selecting and sourcing the right matertals, Roundabouts Can be 4 diffult growsenyg
w detail & essontial . they can easiy £0 well, but they can a0 go wrong without the correct design and technical

input

Given that the primary purpose of 3 oundabout Is 3 tratfic control device, there are hoalth and safety issues which need careful consideration. Dus 10 Ngh
traffic vohumes of traffic Ortulsting. care needs to be taken when carrying out works, be It initial planting or subseguent mamntenance.

Vv tried to summarise the key things fve learned through my years of experience in this area

A successtul roundabout planting scheme requires good plant knowfedge m terms of things e longevity fyou plants that wil last at least 30
years) which plants will spread and how competitive they will be with other plants in the schesme, how quickly ¥ establish and ¥ self-seeding
may occar. | beleve It's very important to use anly gos plants from a Where possible, | thifix we should buy Irish plants rather
Than Importing Hom Eurcpe 50 that we AT Supporting local inugtry P

= Often the soil In rounclabouts may be pOOr. It Can sustain grass |
15 the case, you will noed 10 impeove the scil before plinting.

Good initiat ground is also ey ture
the need for weeding tater

L place pring af
IrTigate which 1 unrealitic 00 3 foundabout

1 befive i's beat to use pot wze 39 8 » high planting density of

All ireland Patieator Plan: Techncal blag sesies o B .

.y .

Technical blog series
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D: Provide wild pollinator nesting habitat: hedgerows, earth banks and hotels

Cloughlea

Actlon 15: Manage
hedgerows for pollinators

Action 17: Holes in wood or
concrete for wild pollinator
nesting

| Action 18 Bee hotels for
"' wild pollinators

Truagh

—

Actlon 16 Bare earth banks
for W|Id poIImator nestlng

-

jt Lo 7, Pce e

& - -~

’

Cc




National ﬁg

Biodiversity 0
Data Centre

Ideal size for a
solitary bee nest box

They should be placed 1.5-2m off
the ground in a south or east facing

location.
Combhairle Cathrach \95:':“,8 )
& Contae Phort Lairge s EDs
Waterford City
& County Council ASSOCIATION

menssheds.ie
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New nesting ideas




° o Bweeng
E: Reduce the use of herbicides -
Action 19: Reduce or eliminate the use of herbicides "
Action 20: Ensure best practice where they cannot Blarney .
| be avoided ord

— —

Ballincollig

Trannchridna

v" Aim to eliminate in some locations

v Turf - spray only sports pitches, bowling greens, cricket squares
v Adopt a policy of not spraying paths until the 15th April Carrigaling
v Have spraying buffer zones around important pollinator habitat
v" Adopt the pesticide best practice code

k Airport
vessPark [ Cobh

Ringaskiddy

Crosshaven

rstick

I Leap

Rosscarbery
L Ardfield
& sSkibbereen (a3 Unionhall




Herbicides should be used to treat invasive species

Cavan Cauﬂ; Councth
A s o Crrtae an Do biain

FOGRA - NOTICE |

Glaineach Bhiorach

N& ghearr le do tholl

Japanese Knotweed
Please do not cut

National ﬁo

Biodiversity G
Data Centre




F: Raise public awareness of pollinators within the local area

Action 21: Build actions on pollinators Action 23: Put up signage to
into existing frameworks and initiatives identify pollinator-friendly habitats
on council land

e City, County or Local Development Plans

e Green Infrastructure strategies

¢ Climate adaptation plans

Action 22: Fund pollinator projects on council land to
demonstrate best practice to other sectors




F: Raise public awareness of pollinators within the local area

Action 24: Print & distribute pollinator- Action 25: Promote & distribute the
friendly guidelines to other sectors Junior Pollinator Plan to local schools

e —

d
L1 ejan
R oeden P

Action 26: Facilitate or deliver
training on pollinators and how
to take action to protect them




F: Raise public awareness of pollinators within the local area

Action 27: Fund pollinator award in the
Tidy Towns or Ulster in Bloom competition

TidiiTowns

Action 28: Promote and get involved in other
pollinator related initiatives

Kildare County Council &
Wicklow County Council
supported animation

award by the
Biodiversity Offices of Local Authorities across Ireland.




Glenville warueE iy

G: Tracking progress and recognition for efforts

Glenflesk Watergrasshill

Carrignavar

Action 29: Log your ‘Actions for Pollinators’ on the mapping
system to ensure your efforts are recognised

Coolea Blarney.
Glanmire
rval Little Island Sarmigtohil
Action 30: Take part in the Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme uj
- ;m m — __
: : . 8 Ballinora Gt htoars
: Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme More volunteers required!
Inablal
National Or‘;f 44 Contact project coordinator: -
Biodiversit ' ,
Data Centre Dr Tomas Murray
tmurray@biodiversityireland.ie
Record bumblebees along a 1-2km fixed route waik once a month from March until October : —
ickey Dunmanway
L 3w
;G 100
20 * A ' 3
[ — : 2012 2003 201 2015 z«:‘m 23‘17 IﬂSh buw.ndbumb'ebee m?;s sl:mp
sb Al Tima part M-ﬁm-n—!mn—mmm

Skibbereen ~ Unionnanc e T



mailto:tmurray@biodiversityireland.ie

‘Actions for Pollinators’ National Og

: . . . Biodiversity
Provides recognition and also facilitates local coordination Data Centre

pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie o

Home All-Ireland Pollinator Plan How to map your actions FAQs

'; Total polygon area: 18.75

A )
Full screen Switch to NI basemap > i km2

@ Ordnance Survey Ireland
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--- Polygon type --- - Attribute name --— ol
--- Attribute name ---
Actions taken per sector — Attribute name —
A. Protect existing pollinator habitats
B. Reduce mowing ch to NI basemap
C. Pollinator friendly planting
D. Provide nesting habitats
i - Toll
Switch to NI basemap
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A
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I CQite Naoataile I

Total polygon area: 4.12 km2

Councils-Actions - El --- Attribute e.-- | B
Site Details

Site Name Pairc an Phobail, Portlaoise

Date 24/11/2017
Type Councils-Actions
Area 33855 m2
A. Protect existing pollinator habitats Area of semi-natural habitat managed/restored (m2) - 100
B. Reduce mowing Area managed as long-flowering meadow-1 cut & lift/year (m2) - 50
D. Provide nesting habitats Number of bee hotels installed - 1
ol E. Reduce pesticide use Area where pesticide use has been eliminated (m2) - 32373

Signage used (number) - 4

Junior Pollinator Plan promoted (number of children reached) - 200
Number of pollinator workshops delivered - 2

Number of pollinator friendly guidelines/leaflets distributed - 200

F. Raising awareness of pollinators




B. Reduce
mowing

C. Pollinator
friendly planting

D. Provide
nesting habitats

Manage my sites

Site Information

Cancel Confirm

[ Maypark Gardon

Gardens

09/02/2017

Length of existing flowering hedgerow protected (m)
Area of exasting earth banks or bare soil protected (m2)i
Length of existing dry stone walls protected (m)

Other pollinator friendly habitats protected Jtype

Arca where Dandelions are allowed to bloom: first grass cut delayed till mid- .

April (m32)
Area mown every 6 weeks to allow Clover to bloom (m2)

Area manuged as Jong: flowering meadow -3 grass cut & lift/year (m32)

SPRING-flowering pollinator friendly plante/trees/shrubs  @main species

SUMMER-flowering pellinatar friendly piants/troes/shrubs @imain species Cutming, Luvender, Wullf

Edit site

Site Name
Type

Date

A. Protect
existing

pollinator
habitats

Sk

30

@ 30

v 5

Berberis, Broom, Crocus,

AUTUMN-flowering pollinator friendly plants/trees/shrubs®main species  Ivy

Area of earth bank or bare soil crested for mining bees (m2)@ 05
Plant stems left stending {type) ¥ Raspberry
Number of holes drilled in wood 25

Number of bee hotels installed

A
G ardens: ey Ireland

actions to help pollinators




_BALLYMACAI

Hillhead Rd
ARDARAVAN
iz
et
Site Details Y\l
'‘BALLYMACARRY
/- LOWER ‘
2 GRANSHA

Site Name
Date
Type
Area 1872 m2

B.Reduce mowing  Area managed as long-flowering meadow-1 cut & lift/year (m2) - 100m2

Amazing Grace Park
25/04/2017

Councils-Actions

Area planted with pollinator friendly perennials (m2) - Stachys byzantina,Verbena
bonariensis,Rudbeckia Perovskia atriplicifolia,Dahlia Species
Number of pollinator friendly bulbs planted - Allium species,Muscari.

C. Pollinator friendly
planting

LUDDAN




Partnership Framework for
Councils/Local Authorities

T e L T e T
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Council Partnership with the
All-ireland Pollinator Plan
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Most Local Authorities are already taking actions to support pollinators on
public land.

February 2019: To better support these efforts and to better promote the work
being undertaken, we have developed a framework for recognising Councils as
partners of the Plan.




In becoming an All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Partner,
your Council/Local Authority agrees:

* That your Council/Local Authority supports the ethos of the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan and will consider the Plan in their
policies, plans, and management decisions where possible.

* To consider the evidence-based actions in the guideline
document Councils: Actions to help Pollinators, and to carry
out one pollinator-friendly action in the first year of
signing up and plan to carry out at least three more

within the following five years. The guideline document lists
30 possible actions, many of which are low cost or cost-neutral.

* To update the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Team (within the
National Biodiversity Data Centre) on the positive pollinator
actions you have planned, implemented or maintained at the
end of each year, when contacted, to help us promote your
work.

AR KILKENNY
COUNTY COUNCIL

' Combhairle Cathrach
N

Din Laoghaire-Rathdown
Cour ouncii Com! & Contae
Ddiin

/

"\"\/\

Limerick

CITY &§ COUNTY
COUNCIL

Comhairle Cathrach
& Contae Phort Lairge

LCCC

Lisburn &
Castlereagh
City Council

county Launcy U 13 O
Dhiin Laoghaire-Rath an

fingal.ie i‘



CALL TO ACTION waionst GBS

Data Centre

Documenting ireland’s Wildlife

www.pollinators.ie

pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie Thank You
ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie

An Chomhairle Oidhreachta /)

The Heritage Council

Irish Foad Beard
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